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The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) has partnered 
with Cairnspring Mills to construct a new flour mill on tribal land in Pendleton, Oregon. 
The Blue Mountain Mill will expand Cairnspring’s production capacity from less than 
7 million pounds to 110 million pounds annually and will promote food sovereignty 
for the CTUIR, which has identified food and agriculture businesses as a priority in 
its economic development plan.

such as no-till farming.

Making an Impact

within the community.

Since the mill is located on tribal land, the business is 
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“This Native-led financing model demonstrates 

that regenerative agriculture can scale sustainably 

while strengthening regional food systems, 

 

nationwide,” said Morse.

visited the site in July 2025 and met with the tribal 

for farmers.”

Going Against the Grain

allocation authority, wholly consistent with our 

and climate resilient infrastructure with an eye toward 

environmental well-being.”

recent, $40 million NMTC award on federal trust lands 

and Hawaiian homelands.

an investment; it is a commitment to food security 

will not only generate meaningful income for farmers 

generations to come.”

subordinated debt from eight Native-led community 
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Fund, Nixyáawii Community Financial Services, 

business focused on caring for the land and investing 

in the economic security of regional growers,” said 

tax credit resources are strategically aligned with 

community need.” ;
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