Request for Applications


COVER PAGE

To:  STATE early child care and education (ECE) providers (preschools, Head Start, center-based programs, programs in K-12 school districts, in-home family child care programs, or any program serving children prior to kindergarten), agencies, organizations, farmers and food producers sSDA F2S RFA includes ag groups...ribal organizations, and non-profit organizations working with ECE sites are eligible to applyworking directly with ECE sites. 

GRANTOR is requesting applications for innovative Farm to Preschool (F2P) projects that strengthen relationships between children and healthy, local foods.  The F2P Learning Community mini-grants will support new and expanding F2P projects in STATE through funding, technical assistance, and the creation of a Learning Community—a network of ECE providers learning with and from each other.  All types of ECE settings and agencies, organizations, farmers and food producers working directly with an ECE site(s) in STATE are invited to apply.  Mini-grants will be awarded through a competitive application process. 


Before completing this application, please read “Instructions and Guidelines” (downloadable PDF from http:// ).

We are committed to supporting farm to preschool efforts in a wide variety of settings.  If you have questions or are interested in applying but feel you need assistance with any aspect of the application, please contact us:  

NAME, TITLE 		
EMAIL				
PHONE					

Applications must be submitted to GRANTOR by 5:00pm PST on DATE.  They may be submitted by email (use subject “F2P Learning Community Grant”) or mail to:  
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NAME
TITLE, ORGANIZATION
MAILING ADDRESS
EMAIL








APPLICATION

Project title: 
Grant amount requested (minimum = $500; maximum = $2000): Name of Project Lead

The Project Lead will serve as the primary point of contact for this grant.  This individual may be from an ECE setting or from a partner organization who is applying to work with an ECE site.  

Title:  Click here to enter text.

Organization:  Click here to enter text.

Phone number:  Click here to enter text.

Email address:  Click here to enter text.

Name of Learning Community Representative (if different than above):  
Click here to enter text.

This individual must be from an ECE site and will represent the F2P project in the Learning Community.  In some settings, such as in-home family child care, the Learning Community Representative and the Project Lead may the same person.   

Title:  Click here to enter text.

Phone number:  Click here to enter text.

Email address:  Click here to enter text.


Information about ECE Setting
Site/ECE Organization Name:  Click here to enter text.

Program type (center-based, family child care, preschool, program in K-12 district, etc.):
Click here to enter text.

Address:  Click here to enter text.

Number of children in attendance:  Click here to enter text.

Age range of children in attendance:  Click here to enter text.




Suggested maximum word count is 500 words per section (1 or 2 paragraphs). 
 
1.  Site Overview
Briefly describe your ECE program/setting, with reference to vulnerable populations served, if applicable.  
Click here to enter text.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


2.  Project Overview
Outline your plans to implement the mini-grant.  Please include the overall vision for your F2P project and specific goals and objectives (bulleted list is acceptable).  
Click here to enter text.




3.  Need for Support 
Please use the budget narrative template below to describe how funds will be used to establish or expand your F2P project.  Please see Appendix A for a sample project budget.  

	Description of Item or Service
	Notes
	Cost

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	Total Project Cost
	







What kind of technical assistance from GRANTOR would be helpful in 
meeting your goals? 
Click here to enter text.




4.  Timeline
Grants will be awarded at the end of MONTH YEAR and the Learning Community will continue through MONTH YEAR.  Please use the table template below to outline your project timeline.  You may include plans for beyond MONTH YEAR to illustrate your long term vision for project sustainability.  Please see Appendix B for a sample project timeline.  

Provide start date of project and implementation dates for key activities. 
 
	Date
	Action

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



5.  Collaboration
If this project will engage families and staff, and/or partner with others in your community (e.g., farmers, local businesses, other ECE sites, organizations, local expertise such as Cooperative Extension, etc.), please describe how.  
Click here to enter text.



6.  Questions about Your F2P Activities
It is not a requirement of this grant to already be doing F2P activities. Whether or not you engage in F2P activities currently, please answer all questions below.  Grant funds will support both new and existing projects.  For this application, farm to preschool is defined as activities that establish relationships between local foods and children.

Does your program currently engage in F2P activities? 
☐Yes
☐No

If yes, check all activities done at your site in the past year (if no, you may skip this question and the next one).  Please check all that apply.
☐ Served meals or snacks with at least some locally grown food
☐ Educated children about locally grown food, how food grows, where it comes from
☐ Cooked or prepared food with children using locally grown foods
☐ Invited a farmer or chef to visit children
☐ Hosted a special event, special day, or special unit related to farms and food
☐ Took children on a field trip to a farm, farmers’ market, community garden, or other
related destination such as local bakery, grocery store, processing facility, etc.  
☐ Planted or worked with children on an edible garden at your site
☐ Promoted information about local foods to families and community 
☐ Involved parents and/or community members in activities related to local foods 
☐ I do not currently engage in F2P activities
☐ Other (please specify): ___________________________________

Do you collaborate with any of the following partners around F2P?
☐ Parents and families
☐ Farmers (buying food or operating educational activities)
☐ Local businesses (e.g., local hardware store, local plant nursery)
☐ Local nonprofits  
☐ Staff from other ECE sites (e.g., cooperative purchasing, partnering for educational
 	activities such as farm field trips)
☐ Other staff in different departments (e.g., teachers working with food service staff)
☐ I do not collaborate with any partners on F2P
☐ Other (please specify): ___________________________________

Are you a member of the Oregon Farm to School & School Garden Network? 
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure
Have you or anyone at your site received training in F2P?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure






Which of the following foods (if any) do you purchase locally for use in meals and snacks?  For the purposes of this mini-grant program the definition of “local” can be determined by the individual applicant.  Check all that apply.

☐ meat:  beef, chicken, pork, poultry, seafood
☐ dairy
☐ eggs
☐ fruits:  fresh, frozen, dry, canned 
☐ vegetables:  fresh, frozen, dry, canned 
☐ grains
☐ legumes, beans
☐ nuts and seeds
☐ other products (please specify): ___________________________________
☐ not sure
☐ none of the above


7.  Additional Information
Though not necessary, please feel free to include any additional information here about your program that you’d like to share, including web links or attachments related to your project.
Click here to enter text.



Signatures
Please include signatures below for the Project Lead and Learning Community Representative.    

I/We have reviewed this application and attest to the information provided.  If selected, we agree to implement the project as outlined in the above application.  We understand that participation in the Farm to Preschool Learning Community is a requirement of this grant program.  This may require online communication, conference calls, and in-person workshops.


_______________________________________________________	
Project Lead Name & Date		
	
The Project Lead will serve as the primary point of contact for this grant.  This individual may be from an ECE setting or from a partner organization who is applying to work with an ECE site.  



_______________________________________________________	
Learning Community Representative	Name & Date	
	
This individual must be from an ECE site and will represent the F2P project in the Learning Community.  In some settings, such as in-home family child care, the Learning Community Representative and the Project Lead may the same person.  

APPENDIX

A.  Sample Project Budget and Budget Narrative 
List anticipated expenditures for proposed activities.

	Description of Item or Service
	Notes
	Cost

	In-class cooking tools:  small cutting boards, measuring cups and spoons, large mixing bowls, food processor
	Food processor being donated from local retailer
	$150.00

	Food procurement for snacks and in-class cooking:  26 week CSA share through local farm 
	
	$550.00

	Travel funds for farm field trip
	
	$200.00

	Total Project Cost
	$900.00




B. Sample Project Timeline 
Provide start date of project and implementation dates for key activities.  

	Date
	Action

	July 1, 2014
	Project start date

	July 15, 2014
	Create FoodHub profile (www.food-hub.org) to search for local farmers

	July 2014
	Sign up for summer and fall Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) share at local farm 

	July 2014
	Purchase in-class cooking tools

	August-November 2014
	In-class cooking and tasting activities using CSA produce

	September 2014
	Fall field trip to farm that provided CSA

	October 2014
	National Farm to Preschool Day family event

	November 2014
	Host farmer visit at our site

	January 2015
	Attend Oregon Farm to School and School Garden annual meeting

	February 2015
	Connect with farm to discuss spring planting field trip
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